with aflattop 100 feet broad. These embankments held up an expanse
of water of about 250 square miles. This great work is ascribed to Raja
Bhoj, butit may possibly be of an earlier date.

The lake was destroyed by Hoshang Shah of Malwa (1405-34), who
cut through the lesser dam, and thus, either intentionally or in a fit of
destructive passion, added an enormous area of the highest fertility to
his possessions. According to a Gond legend, it took an army of them
three months to cut through the dam, and the lake took three years to
empty, while its bed was not habitable for thirty years afterwards. The
climate of Malwa is said to have been considerably altered by the
removal of this vast sheet of water.

Ashapuri: It is near Bhojpur at a distance of 40Kms. The ruins here
indicate that a large group of temples existed here on the bank of a
large pond, the remains of which are still visible. Presently, the
remnants of temples (the Ashadevi temple, the Bhootnath temple, the
Bilauta temple and Satmasia temple) can be seen.

Howto Reach

By Air: Bhopal (28 km from Bhojpur, and 46 km from Bhimbetka) is the
nearestairport.

By Rail: Bhopal, on the Delhi-Chennai and Delhi-Mumbai mainline is
the most convenientrail-head.

By Bus: Both Bhojpur and Bhimbetka are connected by bus with
Bhopal.

Best Season: July to March.

Your Host

Highway Treat, Bhimbetka
Tel : 07480-281558, E-mail : bhimbetka@mptourism.com

Palash Residency, Bhopal
Tel : 0755-25530086, 2553066/76, E-mail : palash@mptourism.com

Wind & Waves, Bhopal

Tel : 0755-2661523, E-mail : wwbhopal@mptourism.com

Palash Residency, Bhopal

MADHYA PRADESH
STATE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.

HEAD OFFICE-BHOPAL
Marketing Division - Paryatan Bhawan, Bhadbhada Road, Bhopal - 462 003
Tel: 0755-2774340/42, 4027100, 2778383, Fax: 0755-2779476, 2774289, Toll Free: 1800 233 7777,
E-mail: info@mptourism.com

MARKETING OFFICES

AHMEDABAD - 219, 'Supermall' 2nd Floor, Near Lal Bungalow, C.G. Road, Ahmedabad - 380 006

Tel: 079 - 26462977, 9510593900, Mob : 8103750082 Telefax: 079-26462978, E-mail:
ahmedabad@mptourism.com

BENGALURU - Premise No. 4/3, Shop No. 5, Sunkada Chikanna Complex Loop Lane off, Race
Course Road, Gandhinagar, Bengaluru-560009 Tel : 080-25502288, 09407515764, E-mail :
bengaluru@mptourism.com

HYDERABAD - Ground Floor, Balyogi Paryatak Bhavan, Opp. ITC Kakatiya Hotel, Begumpet Main
Road, Hyderabad - 500 016 Tel: 040-40034319, Telefax: 040-23407785,
E-mail: hyderabad@mptourism.com

KOLKATA - ‘Chitrakoot', Room No. 67, 6th Floor, 230-A, A.J.C. Bose Road, Kolkata - 700 020
Tel: 033-22833526, Telefax: 033 - 22875855, E-mail: kolkata@mptourism.com

LUCKNOW - Rajarishi Purshottam Das Tandon Paryatan Bhawan, 1st Floor, C-13, Vipin Khand,
Gomti Nagar, Lucknow - 226 010, Tel: 0522-4021413, E-mail: lucknow@mptourism.com

MUMBAI - 45, World Trade Centre, Cuffe Parade, Colaba, Mumbai - 400 005
Tel: 022-22187603, Telefax: 022-22160614, E-mail: mumbai@mptourism.com

NAGPUR - 407-A, 4th Floor, Lokmat Bhawan, Wardha Road, Nagpur - 440 012
Tel: 0712 - 2442378, Telefax: 0712-2423374, E-mail: nagpur@mptourism.com

NEW DELHI - Room No.12, Hotel Janpath, Janpath Road, New Delhi - 110 001 Tel: 011-23366528,
23341185/86/87, Telefax: 011-23347264, E-mail: delhi@mptourism.com

NOIDA - Mrignayanee Emporium, Brahmaputra Shopping Complex, Sector 29, Noida
Tel : 0120-4330070, E-mail: noida@mptourism.com

PUNE - Shop No. 6, 1st Floor, Bhosle Shinde Arcade, J.M. Road, Deccan Gymkhana, Pune - 411004
Telefax: 020-25536616, E-mail: pune@mptourism.com

RAIPUR - 103 First Floor, MM Silver Plaza, Ring Road No.1 Raipur.
Tel: 0771-4048810, Telefax : 0771-4049115, E-mail: raipur@mptourism.com

RAJKOT - 122, First Floor, Cosmo Complex, Near Mahila College Chowk, Kalawad Road,
Rajkot-360001. Tel: 0281-2927966, Mob. : 09429197990, E-mail: rajkot@mptourism.com

SURAT - C/0 Gujarat Tourism, Jilla Seva Sadan-2, Block-A, Ground Floor, Athhava Road, Surat
Tel: 0261-2918688, Mob.: 09978794098, E-mail: surat@mptourism.com

VARANASI - 52, Patel Nagar, Mint House, Nadesar, Varanasi (UP) - 221 002
Mobile No. 09235402180, Email : varanasi@mptourism.com

REGIONAL/TOURIST OFFICES

Bhopal - Paryatan Bhawan, Bhadbhada Road, Bhopal Tel:0755-2766750, 2779631
E-mail: bhopal@mptourism.com, City Booking Office: Palash Residency Tel: 0755-2550588 E-
mail: ctobhopal@mptourism.com, Airport Counter Bhopal Tel: 0755-2646667, E-mail:
bhojairport@mptourism.com, Tourist Office: Railway Station, Bhopal, Tel: 0755-2746827 E-mail:
tobhopal@mptourism.com,

Gwalior - Tansen Residency, 6, Gandhi Road, Gwalior Tel: 0751-2234557, 4056726, Fax: 0751-
2340371, E-mail: gwalior@mptourism.com, Tourist Office, Deori, Mob. : 09329170105

Indore - 42, Residency Area, Opp. Saint Paul H. S. School, Indore, Tel: 0731-2499566, 2499466,
Telefax: 0731-2491345, E-mail: indore@mptourism.com, Airport Counter, Indore, Tel: 0731-
2620404, E-mail: Indoreairport@mptourism.com

Jabalpur - Rani Durgavati "Paryatan Bhawan" Paryatan Tiraha, Near Collectorate North Civil Lines,
Jabalpur, Tel: 0761-2677290, Telefax: 0761-2677590, E-mail: jabalpur@mptourism.com
Tourist Information Counter: Khatia (Kanha National Park ) Tel: 07649-277242,
E-mail: khatia@mptourism.com

Jhansi - Railway Station, Jhansi. Tel: 0510-2442622, E-mail: tojhansi@mptourism.com

Khajuraho - Tourist Interpretation & Facilitation Centre, Near Circuit House, Khajuraho
Tel: 07686- 274051, Fax: 07686-272330, E-mail: khajuraho@mptourism.com Airport Counter,
Khajuraho, Tel: 07686-274648, Tourist Information Counter, Railway Station, Khajuraho

Pachmarhi - Amaltas Complex, Near Tehsil, Pachmarhi, Tel: 07578-252100, Fax: 07578-252102,
E-mail: pachmarhi@mptourism.com, Tourist Office : Bus Stand, Pachmarhi, Tel : 07578-252029,

Ujjain - Tourist Office : Near Mahakaleshwar Temple, Ujjain, Tel : 0734-2552263,
E-mail: toujjain@mptourism.com

For more information, log on to www.mptourism.com
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BHIMBETKA
A World Heritage Site

urrounded by the northern fringe of the Vindhyan ranges,
S Bhimbetka lies 46 km south of Bhopal. In this rocky terrain of

dense forest and craggy cliffs, over 600 rock shelters
belonging to the Neolithic age were recently discovered. Here, in vivid,
panoramic detail, paintings in over 500 caves depict the life of the
prehistoric cave-dwellers, making the Bhimbetka group an
archaeological treasure, an invaluable chronicle in the history of man.
Executed mainly in red and white with the occasional use of green and
yellow, with themes taken from the every day events of aeons ago, the
scenes usually depict hunting, dancing, music, horse and elephant
riders, animals fighting, honey collection, decoration of bodies,
disguises, masking and household scenes. Animals such as bisons,
tigers, lions, wild boars, elephants, antelopes, dogs, lizards, crocodiles
etc. have been abundantly depicted in some caves. Popular religious
and ritual symbols also occur frequently.
The superimposition of paintings shows that the same canvas was
used by different people at different times. The drawings and paintings
can be classified under seven different periods :
Period | - (Upper Paleolithic): These are linear representations, in
green and dark red, of huge figures of animals such as bisons, tigers,
and rhinoceroses.
Period Il - (Mesolithic): Comparatively small in size, the stylised
figures in this group show linear decoration on the body. In addition to
animals, there are human figures and hunting scenes, giving a clear
picture of the weapons they used : barbed spears, pointed sticks, bows
and arrows. The depiction of communal dances, birds, musical
instruments, mother and child, pregnant women, men carrying dead
animals, drinking and burials appear in rhythmic movement.
Period Ill - (Chalcolithic): Similar to the paintings of Chalcolithic
pottery, these drawings reveal that during the period the cave dwellers
of this area had come in contact with the agricultural communities of
the Malwa plains and started an exchange of their requirements with
each other.

Bhimbetka, a natural amphitheatre, has been recognised as a World Heritage Site
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The colours of the paintings have remained intact for many centuries

Period IV & V - (Early Historic): The figures of this group have a
schematic and decorative style, and are painted mainly in red, white
and yellow. The association is of riders, depiction of religious symbols,
tunic-like dresses and the existence of scripts of different periods. The
religious beliefs are represented by figures of yakshas, tree gods and
magical sky chariots.

Period VI & VII - (Medieval): These paintings are geometric, linear
and more schematic, but they show degeneration and crudeness in
their artistic style.

The colours used by the cave dwellers were prepared combining
manganese, haematite, soft red stone and wooden coal. Sometimes
the fat of animals and extracts of leaves were also used in the mixture.
The colours have remained intact for many centuries due to the
chemical reaction resulting from the oxide present on the surface of the
rocks.

Lakhajwar & S-Belt Paintings belonging to upper paleolithic
period to Medieval period are also seen in the surrounding areas
of Bhimbetka.

BHOJPUR

ounded by the legendary Parmar king of Dhar,
F Raja Bhoj (1010-'53), and named after him,

Bhojpur, 28 km from Bhopal, is renowned for
the remains of its magnificent Shiva Temple and
Cyclopean dam.

The temple, which has earned the nomenclature of
the Somnath of the East, is known as the Bhojeshwar
Temple. In plan a simple square with an exterior
dimension of 66 feet, devoid of the re-entrant angles
are usual in such buildings. The richly carved dome,
though incomplete, has a magnificent, soaring
strength of line and is supported by four pillars.
These, like the dome, have been conceived on a
massive scale, yet retain a remarkable elegance
because of their tapering form. Divided into three
sections, the lowest is an octagon with facets of 2.12
feet, from which springs a 24-faced section.

Richly carved above, the doorway is plain below,
throwing into sharp relief the two exquisitely sculpted
figures that stand on either side. On the other three

Bhojeshwar Temple, Bhojpur is known as the Somnath of the East

sides of the structure are balconies, each supported by massive
brackets and four intricately carved pillars. The lingam in the sanctum
rises to an awe-inspiring height of 7.5 feet with a circumference of 17.8
feet. Set upon a massive platform 21.5 feet square, and composed of
three superimposed limestone blocks, the architectural harmony of
lingam and platform creates a superb synthesis of solidity and
lightness.

The temple was never completed, and the earthern ramp used to raise
it to dome-level still stands. Had it been completed, it would have had
very few rivals. As it is, even with the ravages of time, it remains one of
the best examples of temple architecture of the 12th and 13th
centuries.

Also incomplete, and with a similar stone-raising ramp, is a Jain shrine
that stands close to the Bhojeshwar temple. Three figures of the
tithankaras are contained within, one being a colossal statue of
Mahavira 20 feet high, and the other two of Parsvanath. Rectangularin
plan, this temple probably belongs to the same period as the
Bhojeshwar.

West of Bhojpur once lay a vast lake, but nothing remains except the
ruins of the magnificent old dams by which its waters were contained.
The site was chosen with great skill, as a natural wall of hills enclosed
the whole area except for two gaps, 100 yards and 500 yards in width
respectively. These were closed by gigantic earthern dams, faced on
both sides with enormous blocks of sandstone, many being 4 feetlong,
3 feet broad and 2.5 feet thick, set without mortar. The smaller dam is
44 feet high and 300 feet thick at the base, the larger dam 24 feet high

The tallest Shiviing of the Indian subcontinent
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